NEWS FROM: 





FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Chicago White Metal Casting, Inc.



Michael Dimitroff, V.P., Sales & Mktg.

649 N. Route 83, Bensenville, IL 60106


E-mail: mdimitr@cwmtl.com

Phone: 1-630-595-4424  Fax: 1-630-595-4474
International Mg Die Cast Design Award to SonoSite

And CWM for Portable Ultrasound System Housing
The International Magnesium Association’s international award competition for an outstanding magnesium design application in any cast process named SonoSite's portable, all-digital ultrasound system housing as the winner of its “Design Award of Excellence.” Produced by Chicago White Metal Casting, the high-tech housing won in the "under 4 kg (8.82 lbs.)" cast product category. The Bensenville, IL company was an early North American pioneer in the faster-cycling hot-chamber Mg die casting process

The magnesium die cast assembly, produced in  the largest custom hot-chamber Mg die casting department in North America, consists of eight precision components forming the self-contained display and keypad plus probe connector unit. Total weight of the mag housing components is .783 kg (1.725 lbs.), lighter than a comparable plastic injection molded housing design considered by the product’s engineers. 

Plastic's lower drop strength and lack of built-in shielding would have required thicker housing walls and additional EMI/RFI plating and gasketing. Thixotropic metal molding was also evaluated; while it could meet the shielding advantages and ruggedness of die cast Mg, it could not meet the minimum wall thicknesses required.

A total of 155 holes and openings are cast in the four housing parts, 139 die cast to size. Post-casting operations by CWM consist of drilling, tapping and milling to final specs, plus conversion coating, powder coating, silkscreening and pad printing. The self-contained handle receives a soft-to-the-touch clear coating. More at the CWM website: www.cwmdiecast.com/
####

Note to Editor: Hi-resolution (300 dpi) TIFF format digital color photos of the SonoSite housing die cast parts and the assembled unit are available on request. Email your request for these two photos , with your name, title, and publication name to: 

George Mrazek, President, The Communications Co., Inc., Chicago, IL 

cwmtl@e-int.com
Tel: 773-868-1510

